mimg .
ZimiIN Universal Service

IIME  Administrative Co.

Rural Health Care Program

How to: Use the Rurality Tier Search Tool

This tool helps users search, by site location, the applicablerurality tierfor the health care provider (HCP) site. The ruralitytieris
used to calculatethe “rural rate” for determining theamount of support for eligible telecommunications services to the site

location for the Telecommunications (Telecom)Program. In addition to helping to determinea HCP site’s rural rate, the rurality
tierisa factor inthe prioritization of funding in the event eligible funding requests exceed theamount of availablefundingfor a

particular funding year.

Step 1 — Navigate to Page
Navigate totheRurality Tier SearchTool page onthe USAC public website.

Step 2 — Review Information
Readthe information onthe pageandthen click on the “Get Started” button.

Determine the rurality tier of your HCP site location using the site address.

You must use Google Chrome [ or Firefox [] to access this tool.

Step 3 — Enter HCP/Site Address or Geographic Coordinates Information

Either the HCP/Site Address or Geographic Coordinates Information canbe entered to find the rurality tier.

Rurality Tier Search Tool

Enter your address or geographic coordinates below to find your rurality tier, MUA/P status, and priority. For more
information about rurality tiers and terms used in the search results, please visit the Rurality Tier Search Tool homepage.

HCP/Site Address

Street Address Apt, Unit, etc (Optional)

City State ZIP Code
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Search with geographic coordinates(latitude-longitude) instead. N\

Latitude Longitude



https://www.usac.org/rural-health-care/additional-program-guidance/funding-year-overview/
https://www.usac.org/rural-health-care/resources/tools/rurality-tier-search-tool/
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Step 3a—Enter HCP/Site Address Information
For the HCP/Site for which you’d like to find the rurality tier: enterthe Street Address, Apt or Unit Number (optional), City,
State, and Zip Code of the site. Theresults will not populate unless allmandatory fields are entered. Thenclick Search.

Step 3b—Enter Geographic Coordinates Information
For the HCP/Site for which you’d like to find the rurality tier: find the geographic coordinates, which arethe latitude and
longitude, by using the following steps:

1. GotoGoogle Maps

2. Typeinyour site’saddress

3. Rightclickonthe marker pin pointingyour site on the map andselect “What’s Here?”

4. The coordinates (a pair of numbers, each with a decimalpoint) will appear on the screen
Enter these coordinatesinto the field on the Rurality Tier Search Tool. Besure to includethe negative sign when enteringthe
negativelongitude coordinate. The results will not populate unless both thelatitude and longitude fields are entered. Then
clickSearch.

Please note that Google Maps is the recommended tool to find the geographic coordinates. Another mappingtool can be used if
preferredand accurate.

Step 4 — View Results

The search tool will display the rurality tier and whether thesite is located in a Medically Underserved Area/Population
(MUA/P), which together with the rural tier is used to determine funding prioritization. The funding prioritylevel for the HCP
site location will be displayed. There are eight priority categories, with Priority 1 being the highest priorityand Priority 8 being
the lowest priority.

Your Rurality Tier Information:

Rurality Tier: Less Rural
Medically Underserved Area/Population (MUA/P): Yes

Priority: Priority 2

Calculate the median rate for my location

You will need the rurality tier results when using the Telecom Program Rates Database. To calculate the rate you will use on
your FCC Form 466, click “Calculate the medianrate for my location.”



https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.usac.org/rural-health-care/resources/tools/rates-database/

